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iaft rthebattle. aaaabad beii . i

j piaee whlle tbe Ceaaaeka were aoouring the
l.iiii.i. ba re-clv 1 i" pro » l ln haste to V.-rv. tbal

myaterions city, ol arbleh Enroicana then kncw
Boxt to nothlng. Hi»enfoieed realdonce am
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Mr. O'Donoraa'a aarratireia enl'renedati
Btageof insj..iiin. y with lliuatratire am

I ita and tbo estraordin .ry e i

i: n ea nnder wbicb he entered Merv lendad
ti,.-,-.. aid to tbe reeital. Hla poa rration
nre kren, hia naterial baa bc in e »1
; loua effort and paiaataking accuracy, and hla
etylo is natural and direel 11 aol a 't'til ur

iBci-ave. lt la aiaappomtina te Und thal
tnarkodadTantageaof peraonalaxp. rience,and with
];...,- bj tborougbly fonnod inoneofthe
Lcst srhoolsof Bngliah ¦onrnallain, he haa ancceed.
iu making ouly u modorately Intei atina book.
., .. rieane, Mr. Behujrlar and Mr. MaeGahan,
ha\e wniten. less In detail bnl with far groater
power, «>t tlio idiii».;e racea Inhabiting Central
Aala. Their plctnrea ol lile and warfarein tbe

ta are aaoregraphlc tban any whlch theae
bnng before the aye, aad a pereonale/-
perleneea are tama ln comparUon wltb Mr. U'Douo-
ran'sadtentnrea, Ihelr laneral n Bectl ma apon tt.e

i! featoreaut the Eaatern world, tba anarehic
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that he had negUcted to provide hlmaalf v,-it!i
.t, and wh la wailina torecelvoon

tbeRuaaian eammander helodged wlthaTnrco-
tnun fu.iiily:

]ti lln sn r.'ulona the aotlre fanllr. ciale nnd
| let tlie. '<<ne ro if, w!:.' !i enrera l»ul

':i acircolar apartiaent, nol more tban 11 ftee.n
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Bli I'eel n d aiu. tor, aud barred bt radi *po
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i is matrouol aome fortyyeara, entir»lyun-
v I, oal beaida thalire, Neai ber waaa eoloaaal
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s W'.rn !i» tbe I ur. ou ons.

l*beelderlady waaaladln aahirtol eoaraaailk,
ol a dara purj.lo eolor, atripod with bla. i. and fall-
iDtr nearly io the uukl.-.s. Thla exee[tlna tbe

ttiuir trouaera .if a darker tiur, and drawn
t t rouiid tbe t.iiklea. was iho ouly garaaaat
Worn hy bar. Arouu.l her nead wa- twisted a
i irehiet of »ir.>t!it eriineon allk, tnrhan-wiao,
noe extreinity falllng upoo the laft ehoulder. on
berne'W wa- a mnaslve allrer ornainent, reaembllng
luo.e tb'. collarof nNnwi.iundli.ud dou thaa auy
i>th-r ebjectte whi-d. I e.m ...iiii'ire Ik beiug at
leii-t :.u Incb aud .i u.ilf in dej.lti. nnd a tl.ird of nn

inch in ttiickheaa. At IntarT.iia rouud it waaaaet
11a' 'ivai eerneiiaaa, alteruatiiii? J Ith .'../eia-.-
abapsd panelaol ambaaaad Balif rton Ita ir.mt
httngatiea ttarenty Bilrar enalaa. taliiag arnr tba
br-.-.i-f, .'.i <l broaea half-wajr down b» tusenge*
.!:¦.¦-.1 j'i.-< esof r-.lrer, ulao eaahaaBod with gold, hii.1
Bupport.ug a eyliuder ot atlner nangina h.-iow ihe
J. v.. oi tba waiat. *.ud containing taln uaaic wnt-
iuK", t» praaaraaaet bwni tba Gina and otl
apiiita whieb ..ro autpoaad .<j h..uut tbeaa Uaotral
As.... wliderneaaca, m either l.re;i-t iiung awdal-
viaya <i .:.'i'iiy "l pie; e. uf -.: v./nioney, BnaaiBU
i h ibla and Pataian flve-kran eoina. ao oaaaaniaia
that tl.ev piea.-i.te.] tim appearaooaol aculraaa <.f
ailver. On either abcuhier waaallat cybndncal
Bilver lox. about four inthea lu Uiamafe.r. ln tne
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Khle atep toward Mern. I conld «: ak

ii tairly well, ond mr Bon-tanned conni

iiiioce und y ¦ orteiod no.

ordinary contra t to ti it >t an >u iahil int,
nn- n.,--nt, md u Ibouaand otbei littl eli
,..,,,,., :,::,,-¦ ii. ... tne Ind icrotiou oi my aer-
vi-it- whom I ki r i wtlv well il waa utterljr

i to ] vo to neci-m-y. w. ild
niiKb to inliill 'ii". 1'" i'i1:''':' I"

l'lU,,,:,. ,,i ,,, tiiuie, oi in anynther wbich ten.ie.1
,., ,..,. ..,! ni\- real n itionality and ba
wuniil, un.l. r the r-ii tuniataw -. nave L en to onrt

lin ilestructiou. I bare io coii-rratu-
ite ni-.- II op m l«l '-."1 Ui.¦' '.

foi mliM nenllv. ** hi n ifed with h n inii a coi i
.i- ion toJ 'i.l waa able l<

tb it ni u ua lh< f bad '

and thal my F.er'Biite, na of whom waaol
then- own i l ' Peak aa to I ler m
which I resldfd in 'ergnez. I dimi tinf*. n

doorol ahntto which raj burae waa peremptorily
i, ,l audin vie-.v ¦.; lhe attitnde of the people, I for

I time fnll> r. lized lhe rieka wbich I the
eimiuieiieciiieul of mj ^ tnre 1 h id ao go* Ij Im id

,lt i.. t. raptivltf i"r an indettnite peri.nl.
ileli'ht' d ti, havo 1

n ition, and to he ul M
lBj |. ..,;-.- ol all th. ilirflcnltl. * ahii h tlie natm

of the LM.iiiud. tbe eflortaol adTeraarte*and lhe
., ol the population bad eael i" my way, tbal

,,,,- ....; [ ,. emotiona ovcrcama b11 otbera.
|jcre j v, ;:. |fl t .. ti." he irl ol the arcoman
territory. Lel tbe fnturo t.ii>- caro of itaelf.

i ni tbe following day tha a ': nm-'or was

(o Ihe headqnarioraof the TekkeGoi inmenl
.,, :'., oa ia, v re aftor a period of imj rlt tinnu al
laateul andol painfnl unoartainty... regard ta
lns f;it". he BUCCeededln establiahinfl his ulent:ty
v,,;!, the natlon wbicb bad laradcd Afghantetan In

ith and wa -1 ipp >aed by the d< aerl ti beato
bethe imidacahlo enemy ul Rtiaaia. Dnring the

realdenee be w ¦. the ri. tl n of ¦

curioaitj almoai tnaddenlng. Long bel
rizon Ids tenl wonld be erummi il

wiibMdreaaing-KOwn-robed, tl rlad gigan-
.... ..-io i e ti." traveller wbo

illen amon . them as lt were from tho ciouda.
pon relaya of algbi aeera beaiered bia

:.n.l ho was gazed at with the luaicrona
bb. wbicb nny i>o obaerved In bal oona and

apea wh< n Bome un amill ut objeol ineeta tbeii ej bb.

luBidethe teat wonld atare at bimby Ibe
honr, nn'I aimullancoualy Irom wilhonl aeoreaof
..., epodtbrungb every nook and eronny of tbe
lenl \-al!«. Bn ln« lintnabaaaarawai inanendea

meiimeatbe prt-aaof Ibe Ibrong would be ao

:,,,t iho lenl wonld ba liftad froai its faaton-
Ing* and branght d. rn npon bla beaiL One |
:,: hia tnnlo and ridiug breeebea would not infflee.
The aight-aeet. would ratnrn agaln aad agaln io

tne only peep-abow Intbe n.\r%. Crery aaoveraenl
whieb he made waa t-omaaanted npon. The manner

h he waahed lns banda aod raeecalhMl fortb
lond ex.-la.iiationa, an l tlie operatlon <.. evanblng

.., ,. to pleaaa thi m beyond awaanre.

GuUitbi la Llllpat was not aai.ited toeloaar
b. rutitiv >.r to it.'.r.- oonatenl anrTeillam a than il.is
ap. olal eonaapoBdant, * ho waa ntt.ily at » 1..--, ta
luako hiatoraaantora nudorataad tbat Bnglaaddid
t.ot Ua t<« the, aoutli ln thn lUrectmn of liiniinliar Ot
what a newapapat In tha Oeeldant conld be.
Befora many weeka had paaeed tbe Engliabman

was releaaed fiom ^trict eaptlvity and pannlttad t.i

go about aakdexBaore tbaaaaia, ibo lact that the
li-.isaia.iB had BOtgonoea in tl.t'ir 881*088 of con-

iitir.«t, but had anapeaded eaaratiena ai Aakabad,
waaaaeribed partlj ta their lear of tho Eoglitb,
hut u.ainlv totbe preaeneo of tho distini-iiislioil cap-
tivc .ti ".len. Ho Imnrered hia aitnatiou ai an

op.irtuuo ataaaaotby handinn to the miist laflaentlal
ebiofaeatlalnglraa,wltbwhieh he imi proTidad
hiinaelf before leavina rersla. Tbe seene illns-
tratcd thocliaracteitBt'.c tratt. of leat-lifa in tho
iaaertt
Amoug other arti.lea intended for presentation

I ho.1 a ailver eaa^^t. tieltly enniaved hik! ern-

1 Baaad, andi'act wltb turqooiae. and rnhlea, lor
whlch 1 ba.1 pai.l rtl'o.it tneiity-l.vo jionnds ht.-r-
llng 1 placediwlthln it amne in'.y nndtni>,
rluga, tolde.1 infpafer, and. after Heallug lt. uis-
patebad it hy my at-rvont toti.e Bban'a realdenee,
ln the mranfime Ainaii Mlaa eame ln. aeoocnpanled
hy hia uiiil.i un.l Rereral followeis, evi.Ientiy
u tb a rlewaf preiarmu me for cominc etteata
He had aeareely takaa his »ext wben Ka.i|ar
Kliau agaiu uppeared. Ho vaa. Blaagly, blgbly
<l)spiea*e»i at tbo Btaoaaaeooi Aman Niaz Khao, hut
it waa alao eunly to ba888a tbal La did UOt cure

toaav to.imu.-h iu preaen.-e of the lutt.-r. lle
aiuiply drew froa bispoeket tbe caaket wbleh 1
hadaent to blm, aaylng. "*What la thia?" 1 «<.-

alled. " lihan, aa fOO ae.'. it is a Jew.-Iletl silvor
c.Aot." "What ls lt forT'' he oontltiiie.l. " J 0
keop asa trihute of my lewpeet," 1 replied. W liat
ia it worll.T' aaid tbe Khao. I tnentioned ita
vulue lu T.-r.iuu mouey. " Ouallah Blllahl" he

erled "«e amndrad ktraaal way. !. *°"; .11n,.,tJlvevantwS f..r it I' Tn-n *".*£Z^&oonafy o. the earpel >'»'"<" ^;h.: \
l.a.-k yeur l.nx, and giva me tha nu ni. .

admitthallwa. eouaidereldy take"inbacE bv tbe

mnnnerla wbichmy nrm ¦>' *«¦ ,' r",. :it
,.v,r. I In.l. nt n l.o.iM.1. .nn ---I .'.n;. ".,/;, '..;,.,.
into the ini-ntaitiMiM'tMiiniMit^l'-''-'.1.',,,,,
I Iepiied. "Certainiy. kban, i\JP* JfJ. , C",M,
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u Miuirre i wondi to Ihe rnnoin ¦' they
,.i value foi ii. tii .>" ciuiflu.li il tli ii ntuat

took
'-.. an-l :;s

di irom tlie l.nirltsli
I'adiali i!i hail nrri\*d. II would liavi l>«« n amua-

t. '

ii, ¦'..,¦
tcnaurpa when 1 told them ihatthe dnettiiienta In

..., were ainndi - '. or nen ipapera.
nniug oltl -".

floil tbal ii..-\ wt .o ,i;i luou. y, and that n>\
Matemenl tothe other efle ' waa madeaimply ln

m of i ni '.

The buUi ¦ i of tha Merv
Tekb << are extreuii !> nnfavonbl -. I.'

¦¦.>* ol tbe redi.iin ti ita ol Irii otala
..,-.-. iitlor.y. '1 lie i in,iin

ling. 'i:i
intotwoclfl aea, onooln uch ban ;i pnrely hon-
orarj pn 11 d.over II e "I to thenn-

realde In lowna, tbe
are conatrintly flitttng from one aettiement to
an-iil-r. benee-movlng lieing one of tbe aimpteal

tlona '1 he pupiilation ol a rtlttrii t

detely ehanged in t1'..- ranraa ofa few yeara
an 1 the tribea have only fl lona.
no bistory worlh reeonnting. The pr.nt real-

,- ,, are eomparatively reeent emigrnnta
nii.l the ruina ol anclent towna, whleh are to be
tonntl <>i: ei -rv aid »,a»ere bui.l by r tcei ¦-. hieh bave
l«.fi no other traeea behtnd Lbemol their exiatenee.
Mr. o'lii.tmviiii la Inclioed (» belleve thal Ihe
conntrynow oecnpled by the Mervan Akbal Tek-
kea wa- iieopled a haad e 1 and flfty yeara ago by a

M>tlla I'.: :.i-.!i popnlatlon ol tha au. rioa at tlm
: inbabitanta ol Bokbaia. Uertainly tlie

Akbal Tekkea bave been in po-lea »l th Ir n a-
ont terrltory barely mora than b eenl iry, and their

¦ii in Merv ha»e not bei n in the oaai longer
tbana aingle generatlon. They had aatablished

Ivea i:i Pereiaa lerrltury ai Barakha, bnt wem
Hnally driven onl Inte thedeeert. Merv bad been
leaei ted by the Tnrcomaua of Bokbara and waa an

i, and whon tbe I'ersianaattaoki l the
Tekki ¦ t. io'.' new ael lementa the tortune oi war

¦ui i'i fen. e

tlciuenta they bave remained in nndi cuted j-
¦ion ul tbe oaaia Tha i«it llty of tbe -.,:i haa been
Inereaaed by ftti imperfeetayatemel irrigating anala
and un attempi bai i",e:i made to introduce a

forea* The Inbabitanta have remained, bow¬
ever, nu inegnlarly or^anized band of _

bandita Robbery may oot be eonaidered alto-
gether legitlmate, hut if it be well eneented moral
i,.[ robatlon ia wholly overpo rered. Patty atealing
iavery rare, beeanaa even atneng theaa nomada

li r.n inatinctiva feelinfof tbeuecoa ,;.. ofa
aomeaortof law. Antarandar ontbaearavan roa.l
or b plnndi rer on the Peralan frontier is not looked
epoB in :i tblef. bnt rather aa an energetle aad
Ludaatrloua patrlot.
'iho Intereat In theaa volumea ia e nrred npon tbe

peraoual exrerleneea oftba anthur in afleetlng hia
eeeape from tbe onata rathei ti,m npon tue obar-
actei iatica ol tha people with wbom be waa brongbt
Ineentaet Aa aoon aa they vrera reranaded that
he waa nol one of their enomiea ibe Ra lans, they
were convlneed tbatbemnal bei fuland
powerfnl friend. They were nnv llllng to bnve bim

the .,.,-- 'Iiiry wera anxlona to bnve blm
i-eanle willi them iifiuian.-ntly In order to all'orl
them iiiiinunity from Bnaalan lavaaien. They
looked npon hun aa a palmim waa, as lat aathey
oealdnndaratand, bad already atntaeted them wl <-.i

tbey were aasnaeed with attack. They could not
nndaiataad Trhy. havinn Baaaa ralBatanlp Bmonf
tfaem, aud rlakad aaneB tode ao, besbanld aiafi to
leave tbeaa aad go baek ta hia own eocutry. Tbey
lava hun aa laaportaat offioe, they i.iiere.1 liim aa

many wivoi na be woul l eonaant t,. tal,.-, th.-y
naiued nil tbe uowly born lnlanta altcr him. aad
Uanlad hun wtthaaab dalh aaa cin-iiirratiou that
he found ita aaoad dllBenlt matter to nagotlnte hia
rele.i«e. If Mr. OT»onovan bad posaesse.l -Teri the
fuinti^t gUNUaa of bumor. lie would h:ivo h.-eu
enabled ta mafco thaeloaing < liapters of hia work
yery enteruliiiiig. As it la, the pagaeare tamad
wetiriedly. au.I the ueueral eflei lhal of a llior
ouyhly euiiacientioua but rirnTiriUngly tadlOBB re-

citul. The tnoht careleaa loader cauuut Uil. bow¬
ever, to be in>i>rea**d by tbe dauntleii coura_;e nnd
Bplendid pluek of tbe man. Tbe riile to Mery waa

a,n a. lii-v, BBOnl reu nrkahle for lutr.-pidity, aelf-
juiaai aaion au.I conauiiiinate taot.tbe hlgheat ihar-
acuinatioa ef taat aaaat autaragialai Brt ittdaarlrl
ou* claaa of l.ook-niaLera, tbo war <orreai»ondeuta
ul liioilurn eampalgaa Tho <iuulitiei of tbe man
are greuter thau tne qnalitlaa ot tlie autbor, and
tbooo who fellow the rbconl of hia wanderinu* will
be inviKorated by ibe contemplntinu of bia cour-

age, |.eiaeTeraiire, /elf-roliance, luilimtry aud power
of ad.iptiiig Iniuaelf to rirniiiiatanreH, even if tbey
liud tbe retital Itaelf aome what wearlauiue.
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